
Reclamation District No. 1004

RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO. 1004
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MINUTES
February 11, 2026

Regular Board Meeting

Board of Trustees (BOT) present: Chairman Herkert, Vice-Chair Mord, Trustee Garofalo, Trustee Bailey, and Trustee
Southam. District staff present: District Manager Terry Bressler and Office Manager Barbie Buchanan. Public attendees
present: Landowner Steve Forde. Public attendees present by phone: Jason Bowen and Dave Barale.

1. Call the Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

2. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda as presented: Vice-Chair Mord
Second: Trustee Bailey
Vote: Unanimous

3. Approval of Minutes

A. Regular Board Meeting Minutes — January 14,2026

Motion to approve minutes as presented: Trustee Bailey
Second: Trustee Garofalo
Vote: Unanimous

4. Public to address the Board

None at this time.

5. Financial Report - Discussion and Possible Action

A. Cash Report/Account Balances

The BOT had previously asked Office Manager Barbie Buchanan to look into closing the savings account
at Tn Counties Bank, and she reported that the savings account is not required to keep our checking
account open.

Motion to close the Tn Counties Savings account and transfer funds to the Tn Counties Checking account:
Trustee Southam
Second: Trustee Bailey
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Chairman Herkert also shared a letter he received from the auditor regarding the Quarter 4 audit noting
that all went well and there are no concerns.

B. Interim Disbursements

Motion to approve interim disbursements totaling $48,958.88: Trustee Bailey
Second: Vice-Chair Mord
Vote: Unanimous

C. Accounts Payable

Motion to approve vendor transactions as presented, totaling $75,191.34: Trustee Bailey
Second: Trustee Southam
Vote: Unanimous

D. Accounts Receivable

Office Manager Barbie Buchanan reported there are no open invoices.

E. Profit/Loss Statement

Discussion only, no action taken.

F. Approval of Transfers

Transfer $12,500.00 from the general fund to County Fund 1 (498)

• $2,500.00 to Water Rights

• $10,000.00 to Princeton Pumping Plant

Motion to approve transfer from Tn Counties to County Fund 1 as requested: Trustee Bailey
Second: Trustee Garofalo
Vote: Unanimous

6. New Business
A. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding White Mallard Dam Survey and Reports

Discussion only, no action taken.

B. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Landowner Request to Gravel Crocker Levee from District
cutoff to Morgan Levee

Chairman Herkert introduced a request from Landowner Steve Forde. Right now, the Crocker/California
Levee is not graveled, so it is unusable when it is raining. If the levee were graveled, it would provide an
alternative route rather than relying solely on the Morgan Levee.

Landowner Steve Forde explained that he feels the Morgan Levee is destroyed by duck hunters, and that
he is here to request rerouting traffic around the levee. Steve Forde shared that he has plans to install a
new gate across the levee at the south end of his property line. His plan is to implement a card system to
share with the surrounding landowners to access the levee. He also volunteered to gravel the levee
himself, at his expense.
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Trustee Bailey shared that historically, the levee was graveled; however, it would regularly break, so the
District had decided not to continue graveling it.

Trustee Southam asked District Manager Terry Bressler and the SOT how Morgan Levee maintenance will
be handled going forward. District Manager Terry Bressler explained that the Morgan Levee is
maintained by the District.

Trustee Southam also asked how another gate would impact the people who currently use the levee.
Trustee Garofalo asked whether the surrounding landowners would have access to the cardlock gate.
Landowner Steve Forde stated that the problem is that the landowners are not the ones causing the
damage to the levee; it is the duck hunters, so he is not willing to agree to that at this time. Multiple
board members expressed concern about restricting access and the problems that could present in the
future.

Chairman Herkert agrees that graveling the levee and using it as an alternate route is a good way to
reduce traffic on the Morgan Levee. He also feels that the District should gravel the California Levee this
year using capital improvement funds, and moving forward, the District will include that maintenance in
its annual levee maintenance budget. Trustee Bailey feels that the District should be responsible for
graveling the road and maintaining District access. Chairman Herkert stated that graveling the levee is a
start, but made it clear that he and other landowners still want access to the Morgan Levee and
understand the need to reduce traffic and damage to the levee.

Landowner Steve Forde stated that if the District decides to seek bids for the job, he is providing a verbal
bid of $30,000.00 for the gravel job.

Motion for the District to gravel California Levee now, not to exceed $60,000.00: Trustee Bailey
Second: Trustee Southam
Vote: Unanimous

C. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding 2026 Water Toll and Admin/Standby Fees

Office Manager Barbie Buchanan shared the updated draft budget, which includes changes that were
suggested at January’s board meeting. With the current Admin fees calculated out at $9.13, however,
the maximum approved in the 2018 resolution is $7.88. The recommended standby portion of the fees is
$14.62, bringing the total standby and admin fees to $22.50 per acre, the same as in the last few years.
The water toll was budgeted at $20.65, and the BOT suggested a $6.65 subsidy using 2022 Drought Relief
funding, bringing the water toll to $14.00 per acre-foot.

Motion to approve suggested standby of $14.62, and admin of $7.88 for a total of $22.50: Trustee
Southam
Second: Trustee Bailey
Vote: Unanimous

Motion to approve the $20.65 water toll with a $6.65 subsidy, making it a $14.00 toll for both summer
and winter water: Trustee Southam
Second: Trustee Bailey
Vote: Unanimous
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D. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding 2026 Landowner Meeting

Office Manager Barbie Buchanan suggested April 7th for the 2026 Landowner Meeting, and the SOT
agreed.

E. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Potential Water Transfers

District Manager Terry Bressler received a participation request for a potential groundwater transfer of
approximately 4,500 af during July, August, and September 2026. A potential issue is that we cannot
export outside of Colusa County, but he will check with Glenn County.

Chairman Herkert shared that in the past, the District moved forward with signing the paperwork for
potential participation, and then if the numbers do not look good or there is an issue with exporting the
water, the District will not participate.

F. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding 2026 Water Refunds

Office Manager Barbie Buchanan presented a list of the 2026 water deposit refunds totaling
$201,286.91.

Motion to approve the refunds as presented: Trustee Bailey
Second: Trustee Garofalo
Vote: Unanimous

7. Chairman’s Report

A. Update on Sacramento River Settlement Contractors

Chairman Herkert reported that the SRSCC budget ad hoc meeting is to be rescheduled and that he will
provide any updates at the March meeting. No other SRSCC updates at this time. NCWA was present at
the SRSCC meeting to provide updates on Action 5, and Chairman Herkert brought NCWA’s presentation
to share with the SOT.

Chairman Herkert also provided an update that the Floodplains Reimagined Program will receive
additional federal funds, and shared that he visited one of the areas under the bypass on Hwy 113, and
the UC Davis staff shared the process of netting the fish in the rice fields and then releasing them with
the hopes that the salmon return to the river system in three years.

8. Manager’s Report

District Manager Terry Bressler reported that Colusa County put up gates at the Moulton Weir so that next time
the water comes, they will close the gate to the road.

Princeton Pumping Plant bays were covered on January 21st At that time, it was discovered that a few hoses
needed to be replaced, and the bays would need to be pumped out before turning on for spring.

District Manager Terry Bressler’s new truck should be delivered in the next couple of weeks, and then he will sell
the 2022 he has been driving.

Approximately 93,000 a/f were delivered during the 2025 water year; 65,000 af during the summer and 28,000
af during the winter

Finally, Ducks Unlimited came out last week to work on the automation at the White Mallard Dam. They also
visited the Bifurcation Plant.
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Old Business

A. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding White Mallard Dam Automated Dam Level Cost, Feasibil
and Operations

Discussion only, no action taken.

B. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Comprehensive Testing for Wells and Lift Pumps

District Manager Terry Bressler reported that Well Industries, previously North State, has been testing
the wells, and the results indicate no major issues.

C. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding DPP District Projects

District staff is currently working on the wall and Pump 13, with plans to have those projects completed
by spring. SOT asked District Manager Terry Bressler to check with MBK whether the California Levee
maintenance can be covered with DPP funds.

D. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the 2026 Budget

Office Manager Barbie Buchanan shared the updated draft budget, which includes changes that were
suggested at January’s board meeting. The budget includes a $20.65 per af water toll which has been
subsidized down to $14.00 per at $7.88 per acre Admin fee, and a $14.62 per acre Standby fee.

Motion to approve 2026 Budget as presented: Trustee Southam
Second: Trustee Bailey
Vote: Unanimous

10. CLOSED SESSION AND TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED:

A. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Sacramento River Water Rights/Bureau of Reclamation &
California Department of Water Resources

B. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Litigation Updates

C. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Fee Study Updates

Closed session called: 12.25 p.m.

Open session called: 12:40 p.m.

Report out from closed session: Discussion only, no action taken.

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

Submitted by Barbie Buchanan.

44 Si _____________

Hans Herkert Barbie Buchanan
Chairman of the Board Secretary to the Board of Trustees


